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Mr. President, ' . ' 

My delegation would like to thank the participants of today's discussion for 
their valuable contributions. 

Human rights of indigenous peoples is an important issue that the 
international community expressed noteworthy commitment to on 13 
September 2007, with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples. Since then United Nations institutions, including the 
Human Rights Council, have continued their work towards the furtherance 
of the human rights of indigenous peoples, also taking positive steps to 
provide affected populations with a voice on the international stage. . 

Mr. President, ' . ' . ' ; 

Sierra Leone welcomes continued efforts by the Human Rights Council and 
other United Nations institutions to further the protection and promotion 
of the rights of indigenous peoples. In this regard, Sierra Leone thanks the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights for her work in 
submitting annual reports to the Human Rights Council; and for her work 
in providing information regarding OHCHR activities that contribute to the 
promotion of, respect for and full application of the provisions of the United 
Nations Declaration on. the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 



Sierra Leone also welcomes the work of the Special Rapporteur on 
Indigenous Peoples and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. Together, these endeavors provide the Human Rights Council, 
States and other interested actors with important thematic advice, studies 
and research regarding the rights of indigenous peoples. As a result, the 
work of these institutions makes valuable contributions to the protection 
and promotion of indigenous peoples' rights by improving understandings 
and raising awareness of important issues faced by affected populations. 

Finally, Mr. President, • • . 

Of particular concern to Sierra Leone is ensuring the international 
community's continued engagement with indigenous peoples. As the 
Human Rights Council recognized in Resolution 18/8, "there is a need to 
find ways and means of promoting the participation of recognized 
indigenous peoples' representatives within the United Nations system on 
issues affecting them, as they are not always organized as non
governmental organizations." Only by secui-ing the contribution of 
indigenous populations, can the rights of affected persons be fully realized. 

Mr. President, 

Sierra Leone believes that governments should take steps to ensure that 
the rights of indigenous peoples are not are not violated by extractive 
industries. They should first and foremost undertake technical studies that 
would elaborate the econo.mic, social and cultural implications of 
operations in proposed sites, and advise local communities accordingly. In 
addition, they should provide legal assistance to indigenous peoples 
negotiating with private companies and furthermore, monitor the activities 
of these companies regularly. Finally, they should pass laws that would 
compel companies to train and employ the indigenes in their operations. -

I thank you. 


